WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 



1. An information reproducing apparatus for reproducing audio 
information and a plurality of still picture information units on the basis of 

5 reproduction control information for indicating reproduction starting time 
points of the respective plurality of still picture information units to be 
reproduced during a reproduction of the audio information, the information 
reproducing apparatus comprising: 

an audio reproducing device for reproducing the audio information; 
10 a still picture reproducing device for reproducing the plurality of still 

picture information units in sequence by switching the plurality of still picture 
information units one after another according to the reproduction starting time 
points; 

a storing device for storing information, as interruption information, to 
15 identify a still picture information unit that is reproduced until the 
reproduction by the audio reproducing device or the still picture reproducing 
device is interrupted; and 

a setting device for setting a reproduction resuming position of the audio 
information, on the basis of the interruption information that is stored in the 
20 storing device. 

2. The information reproducing apparatus according to claim 1, wherein 
the audio information includes a plurality of audio information units, 
the reproduction control information indicates a reproduction starting 

25 time points of the respective plurality of still picture information units to be 
reproduced during a reproduction of any one of or each of the plurality of audio 
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information units, 

the storing device stores, in addition to the interruption information, 
unit designation information to designate an audio information unit that is 
reproduced until the reproduction by the audio reproducing device or the still 
5 picture reproducing device is interrupted, and 

the setting device sets the reproduction resuming position of the audio 
information on the basis of the unit designation information and the 
interruption information, which are stored in the storing device. 

10 3. The information reproducing apparatus according to claim 1, wherein 
the interruption information is reproduction control information of the still 
picture information unit that is reproduced until the reproduction is 
interrupted. 

15 4. The information reproducing apparatus according to claim 1, wherein 
the interruption information is designation information to designate 
reproduction control information of the still picture information unit that is 
reproduced until the reproduction is interrupted. 

20 5. The information reproducing apparatus according to claim 1, wherein 
the interruption information is designation information to designate the still 
picture information unit that is reproduced until the reproduction is 
interrupted. 

25 6. An information reproducing apparatus for reproducing audio 
information and a plurality of still picture information units on the basis of 
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reproduction control information for indicating reproduction starting time 
points of the respective plurality of still picture information units to be 
reproduced during a reproduction of the audio information, the information 
reproducing apparatus comprising: 
5 an audio reproducing device for reproducing the audio information; 

a still picture reproducing device for reproducing the plurality of still 
picture information units in sequence by switching the plurality of still picture 
information units one after another according to the reproduction starting time 
points; 

10 a storing device for storing information, as interruption information, to 

identify a still picture information unit to which a reproduction starting time 
nearest to an interruption time point that the reproduction by the audio 
reproducing device or the still picture reproducing device is interrupted is 
assigned, and 

15 a setting device for setting a reproduction resuming position of the audio 

information, on the basis of the interruption information that is stored in the 
storing device. 

7. The information reproducing apparatus according to claim 6, wherein 
20 the audio information includes a plurality of audio information units, 

the reproduction control information indicates a reproduction starting 
time points of the respective plurality of still picture information units to be 
reproduced during a reproduction of any one of or each of the plurality of audio 
information units, 

25 the storing device stores, in addition to the interruption information, 

unit designation information to designate an audio information unit that is 
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reproduced until the reproduction by the audio reproducing device or the still 
picture reproducing device is interrupted, and 

the setting device sets the reproduction resuming position of the audio 
information on the basis of the unit designation information and the 
5 interruption information, which are stored in the storing device. 

8. The information reproducing apparatus according to claim 6, wherein 
the interruption information is reproduction control information of the still 
picture information unit to which the reproduction starting time point nearest 

10 to the interruption time point is assigned. 

9. The information reproducing apparatus according to claim 6, wherein 
the interruption information is designation information to designate 
reproduction control information of the still picture information unit to which 

15 the reproduction starting time point nearest to the interruption time point is 
assigned. 

10. The information reproducing apparatus according to claim 6, wherein 
the interruption information is designation information to designate the still 

20 picture information unit to which the reproduction starting time point nearest 
to the interruption time point is assigned. 

11. An information reproducing apparatus for reproducing audio 
information and a plurality of still picture information units on the basis of 

25 reproduction control information for indicating reproduction starting time 
points of the respective plurality of still picture information units to be 
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reproduced during a reproduction of the audio information, the information 
reproducing apparatus comprising: 

an audio reproducing device for reproducing the audio information; 

a still picture reproducing device for reproducing the plurality of still 
5 picture information units in sequence by switching the plurality of still picture 
information units one after another according to the reproduction starting time 
points; 

a storing device for storing information, as interruption information, to 
indicate an interruption time point that the reproduction by the audio 
10 reproducing device or the still picture reproducing device is interrupted; and 

a setting device for identifying a still picture information unit that is 
reproduced until the reproduction is interrupted, on the basis of the 
interruption information that is stored in the storing device, and for setting a 
reproduction resuming position of the audio information, on the basis of the 
15 identified still picture information unit. 

12. The information reproducing apparatus according to claim 11, wherein 
the audio information includes a plurality of audio information units, 
the reproduction control information indicates a reproduction starting 
20 time points of the respective plurality of still picture information units to be 

reproduced during a reproduction of any one of or each of the plurality of audio 

information units, 

the storing device stores, in addition to the interruption information, 
unit designation information to designate an audio information unit that is 
25 reproduced until the reproduction by the audio reproducing device or the still 
picture reproducing device is interrupted, and 
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the setting device identifies the audio information unit that is 
reproduced until the reproduction is interrupted on the basis of the unit 
designation information that is stored in the storing device, identifies the still 
picture information unit that is reproduced until the reproduction is 
5 interrupted on the basis of the interruption information that is stored in the 
storing device and sets the reproduction resuming position of the audio 
information on the basis of the identified audio information unit and the 
identified still picture information unit. 

10 13. The information reproducing apparatus according to claim 11, wherein 
the setting device sets a reproduction position of the audio information 
corresponding to a reproduction starting time of the still picture information 
unit that is reproduced until the reproduction is interrupted, as the 
reproduction resuming position of the audio information, on the basis of the 

15 interruption information that is stored in the storing device. 

14. An information reproducing apparatus for reproducing audio 
information and a plurality of still picture information units on the basis of 
reproduction control information for indicating reproduction starting time 

20 points of the respective plurality of still picture information units to be 
reproduced during a reproduction of the audio information, the information 
reproducing apparatus comprising: 

an audio reproducing device for reproducing the audio information; 

a still picture reproducing device for reproducing the plurality of still 

25 picture information units in sequence by switching the plurality of still picture 
information units one after another according to the reproduction starting time 
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points; 

a storing device for storing information, as interruption information, to 
indicate an interruption time point that the reproduction by the audio 
reproducing device or the still picture reproducing device is interrupted; and 
5 a setting device for identifying a still picture information unit to which a 

reproduction starting time point nearest to the interruption time point is 
assigned on the basis of the interruption information that is stored in the 
storing device, and for setting a reproduction resuming position of the audio 
information, on the basis of the identified still picture information unit. 

10 

15. The information reproducing apparatus according to claim 14, wherein 
the audio information includes a plurality of audio information units, 
the reproduction control information indicates a reproduction starting 

time points of the respective plurality of still picture information units to be 
15 reproduced during a reproduction of any one of or each of the plurality of audio 

information units, 

the storing device stores, in addition to the interruption information, 

unit designation information to designate an audio information that is 

reproduced until the reproduction is interrupted, and 
20 the setting device identifies the audio information that is reproduced 

until the reproduction is interrupted on the basis of the unit designation 

information that is stored in the storing device, identifies the still picture 

information to which the reproduction starting time point nearest to the 

interruption time point is assigned, on the basis of the interruption 
25 information that is stored in the storing device, and sets the reproduction 

resuming position of the audio information on the basis of the identified audio 
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information unit and the identified still picture information unit. 

16. The information reproducing apparatus according to claim 14, wherein 
the setting device identifies the still picture information to which a 
reproduction starting time point nearest to the interruption time point is 
assigned, on the basis of the interruption information that is stored in the 
storing device, and sets a reproduction position of the audio information 
corresponding to the reproduction starting time of the identified still picture 
information, as the reproduction starting position of the unit of audio 
information. 

17. An information reproducing method of reproducing audio information 
and a plurality of still picture information units on the basis of reproduction 
control information for indicating reproduction starting time points of the 
respective plurality of still picture information units to be reproduced during a 
reproduction of the audio information, the information reproducing method 
comprising: 

an audio reproducing process of reproducing the audio information; 

a still picture reproducing process of reproducing the plurality of still 
picture information units in sequence by switching the plurality of still picture 
information units one after another according to the reproduction starting time 
points; 

a storing process of storing information, as interruption information, to 
identify a still picture information unit that is reproduced until the 
reproduction in the audio reproducing process or the still picture reproducing 
process is interrupted; and 
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a setting process of setting a reproduction resuming position of the 
audio information, on the basis of the interruption information that is stored in 
the storing process. 

5 18. An information reproducing method of reproducing audio information 
and a plurality of still picture information units on the basis of reproduction 
control information for indicating reproduction starting time points of the 
respective plurality of still picture information units to be reproduced during a 
reproduction of the audio information, the information reproducing method 
10 comprising: 

an audio reproducing process of reproducing the audio information; 
a still picture reproducing process of reproducing the plurality of still 
picture information units in sequence by switching the plurality of still picture 
information units one after another according to the reproduction starting time 
15 points; 

a storing process of storing information, as interruption information, to 
identify a still picture information unit to which a reproduction starting time 
nearest to an interruption time point that the reproduction in the audio 
reproducing process or the still picture reproducing process is interrupted is 
20 assigned, and 

a setting process of setting a reproduction resuming position of the 
audio information, on the basis of the interruption information that is stored in 
the storing process. 

25 19. An information reproducing method of reproducing audio information 
and a plurality of still picture information units on the basis of reproduction 
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control information for indicating reproduction starting time points of the 
respective plurality of still picture information units to be reproduced during a 
reproduction of the audio information, the information reproducing method 
comprising: 

an audio reproducing process of reproducing the audio information; 

a still picture reproducing process of reproducing the plurality of still 
picture information units in sequence by switching the plurality of still picture 
information units one after another according to the reproduction starting time 
points; 

a storing process of storing information, as interruption information, to 
indicate an interruption time point that the reproduction in the audio 
reproducing process or the still picture reproducing process is interrupted; and 

a setting process of identifying a still picture information unit that is 
reproduced until the reproduction is interrupted, on the basis of the 
interruption information that is stored in the storing process, and for setting a 
reproduction resuming position of the audio information, on the basis of the 
identified still picture information unit. 

20. An information reproducing method of reproducing audio information 
and a plurality of still picture information units on the basis of reproduction 
control information for indicating reproduction starting time points of the 
respective plurality of still picture information units to be reproduced during a 
reproduction of the audio information, the information reproducing method 
comprising: 

an audio reproducing process of reproducing the audio information; 

a still picture reproducing process of reproducing the plurality of still 
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picture information units in sequence by switching the plurality of still picture 
information units one after another according to the reproduction starting time 
points; 

a storing process of storing information, as interruption information, to 
5 indicate an interruption time point that the reproduction in the audio 
reproducing process or the still picture reproducing process is interrupted; and 
a setting process of identifying a still picture information unit to which a 
reproduction starting time point nearest to the interruption time point is 
assigned on the basis of the interruption information that is stored in the 
10 storing process, and for setting a reproduction resuming position of the audio 
information, on the basis of the identified still picture information unit. 

21. A computer program product in a computer-readable medium for 
tangibly embodying a program of instructions executable by a computer to 

15 make the computer function as an information reproducing apparatus for 
reproducing audio information and a plurality of still picture information units 
on the basis of reproduction control information for indicating reproduction 
starting time points of the respective plurality of still picture information units 
to be reproduced during a reproduction of the audio information, the 

20 information reproducing apparatus comprising: 

an audio reproducing device for reproducing the audio information; 
a still picture reproducing device for reproducing the plurality of still 
picture information units in sequence by switching the plurality of still picture 
information units one after another according to the reproduction starting time 

25 points; 

a storing device for storing information, as interruption information, to 
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identify a still picture information unit that is reproduced until the 
reproduction by the audio reproducing device or the still picture reproducing 
device is interrupted; and 

a setting device for setting a reproduction resuming position of the audio 
5 information, on the basis of the interruption information that is stored in the 
storing device. 

22. A computer program product in a computer-readable medium for 
tangibly embodying a program of instructions executable by a computer to 

10 make the computer function as an information reproducing apparatus for 
reproducing audio information and a plurality of still picture information units 
on the basis of reproduction control information for indicating reproduction 
starting time points of the respective plurality of still picture information units 
to be reproduced during a reproduction of the audio information, the 

15 information reproducing apparatus comprising: 

an audio reproducing device for reproducing the audio information; 
a still picture reproducing device for reproducing the plurality of still 
picture information units in sequence by switching the plurality of still picture 
information units one after another according to the reproduction starting time 

20 points; 

a storing device for storing information, as interruption information, to 
identify a still picture information unit to which a reproduction starting time 
nearest to an interruption time point that the reproduction by the audio 
reproducing device or the still picture reproducing device is interrupted is 
25 assigned, and 

a setting device for setting a reproduction resuming position of the audio 
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information, on the basis of the interruption information that is stored in the 
storing device. 

23. A computer program product in a computer-readable medium for 
5 tangibly embodying a program of instructions executable by a computer to 

make the computer function as an information reproducing apparatus for 
reproducing audio information and a plurality of still picture information units 
on the basis of reproduction control information for indicating reproduction 
starting time points of the respective plurality of still picture information units 

10 to be reproduced during a reproduction of the audio information, the 
information reproducing apparatus comprising: 

an audio reproducing device for reproducing the audio information; 
a still picture reproducing device for reproducing the plurality of still 
picture information units in sequence by switching the plurality of still picture 

15 information units one after another according to the reproduction starting time 
points; 

a storing device for storing information, as interruption information, to 
indicate an interruption time point that the reproduction by the audio 
reproducing device or the still picture reproducing device is interrupted; and 
20 a setting device for identifying a still picture information unit that is 

reproduced until the reproduction is interrupted, on the basis of the 
interruption information that is stored in the storing device, and for setting a 
reproduction resuming position of the audio information, on the basis of the 
identified still picture information unit. 

25 

24. A computer program product in a computer-readable medium for 
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tangibly embodying a program of instructions executable by a computer to 
make the computer function as an information reproducing apparatus for 
reproducing audio information and a plurality of still picture information units 
on the basis of reproduction control information for indicating reproduction 
5 starting time points of the respective plurality of still picture information units 
to be reproduced during a reproduction of the audio information, the 
information reproducing apparatus comprising: 

an audio reproducing device for reproducing the audio information; 

a still picture reproducing device for reproducing the plurality of still 
10 picture information units in sequence by switching the plurality of still picture 
information units one after another according to the reproduction starting time 
points; 

a storing device for storing information, as interruption information, to 
indicate an interruption time point that the reproduction by the audio 
15 reproducing device or the still picture reproducing device is interrupted; and 

a setting device for identifying a still picture information unit to which a 
reproduction starting time point nearest to the interruption time point is 
assigned on the basis of the interruption information that is stored in the 
storing device, and for setting a reproduction resuming position of the audio 
20 information, on the basis of the identified still picture information unit. 
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